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his troops to observe the strictest discipline, and limited his personal ven-
geance to exacting the death of twelve of Ids enemies. Sulpicius was be-
trayed by one of his own slaves, and put to the sword. Sulla enfranchised
the betrayer for his obedience to the edict, and then cast him from the Tar-
peian Rock for his treachery to his master. Marius himself escaped out of
the city, while a price was set upon his head, and upon that of his son also.
On the morrow Sulla summoned the people to assemble in the Forum. He
explained to them that factious foes had compelled him to resort to force;
but having once taken up arms he was determined not to lay them down till
he had secured the power of the insulted nobles against the future aggressions
of the tribunes. Sulpicius, during his brief tenure of power, had recalled
the exiles of the Variaii law, and increased the influence of the Italians in

the comitia. Sulla abrogated all these enact-
ments, and to insure the permanence of his
own, repealed the solemn statute which gave
the force of law to the plebiscite or resolu-
tions of the people. The violence of Marius
drove his rival to the opposite extreme, and
established a counter-revolution upon the
ruins of tribunician ambition. But Sulla
was not yet prepared to enforce an oligar-
chical tyranny against every constitutional
prescription. He left the people the free
exercise of their suffrages, and professed
himself not dissatisfied with their boldness
in rejecting a nephew of his own as a candi-
date for the consulship.

On. Octavius, a firm but independent
supporter of the senate, obtained one place;
but the people gave him for a colleague
L. Cornelius Cinna, well known as a partisan
of Marius. Sulla pretended, perhaps, to
guide them in this latter choice; he claimed
the right of binding the new consul to
favour his own measures by a solemn vow.
At his direction Cinna ascended the Capitol,
with a stone in his hand, which, when he
had taken the oath, he hurled to the ground,
imprecating upon himself that he might be
cast as violently out of the city, if he failed to observe it. -The Romans were
deeply impressed by such religious formalities; and the peculiar horror with
which they regarded China's later atrocities was coloured, perhaps, by indig-
nation at his perjury. For, no sooner had he entered upon his office than
he proceeded at once to disturb the settlement he had pledged himself to
respect, and caused a process to be instituted against Sulla himself. But
Sulla was eager to commence operations against Mithridates, and neither
stayed to meet the charge nor to punish the accuser. The victory he
anticipated would be a sufficient answer to the people, and give him the
means of completing the policy of which he had hitherto laid only the
foundations.

Meanwhile Marius was flying for his life, and hiding the Head upon which
a price had been set. His romantic adventures are narrated with great ani-
mation by his biographer Plutarch. On quitting Rome he was separated
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